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Our commitment to preserve the web of knowledge

The unprecedented global crisis that we are facing has exposed
at the same �me our fragility when confronted to unknown
threats, and the importance of open, unfe�ered access to
knowledge in tackling these new challenges.

Here at So�ware Heritage, we are fully commi�ed to contribute to the global knowledge
commons by building an open, shared, non profit, mul� stakeholder infrastructure that
collects, preserves, and makes easily accessible the source code of all the so�ware that is
publicly available. We do this because so�ware is knowledge: a unique, precious form of
knowledge, designed by humans to be readable by humans, and executable by machines.

The news reported in this edi�on of the newsle�er are a great opportunity to learn about
our con�nuous effort to ensure that the web of knowledge will not be disrupted in the long
term. We explain the advantages of intrinsic iden�fiers, like the SWHIDs we provide for all
kind of so�ware ar�facts. We show how we are connec�ng with advanced ini�a�ves, like
Nix and Guix, that strive to create fully reproducible so�ware systems. And we report on our
first agreement with IPOL, an open access, reproducibility aware journal, to ensure that the
source code described in all their ar�cles is archived in So�ware Heritage.

And we are excited to announce the opening of a video channel, where you will find
keynotes, tutorials, and videos from conferences and events.

Roberto Di Cosmo
Director

So�ware Heritage

OUR MISSION

We collect and preserve so�ware in source code form, because so�ware embodies our technical

https://www.softwareheritage.org/2020/07/23/software-heritage-video-channel/
https://www.softwareheritage.org/mission/


and scien�fic knowledge and humanity cannot afford the risk of losing it.
So�ware is a precious part of our cultural heritage. We curate and make accessible all the so�ware
we collect, because only by sharing it we can guarantee its preserva�on in the very long term.

So�ware Heritage will provide solid, common founda�ons to serve the different needs of heritage
preserva�on, science, and industry.

IT'S NEW!

Welcome to our video channel
We are delighted to announce that So�ware Heritage has
a video channel where you can find all of our
presenta�ons describing our mission, ac�ons, and next
steps.
Take a look at it!

Intrinsic and Extrinsic iden�fiers
The dis�nc�on between intrinsic and extrinsic
iden�fiers is crucial when it comes to long term
preserva�on. Our new blog post tells the story of the
forgo�en intrinsic iden�fiers and how they can change
the academic iden�fica�on landscape.
Learn more

Expanding coverage of the archive: welcome Nixpkgs!
we’re excited to announce the first tangible results of this
community effort: a�er an intense collabora�on with our
team, Tweag has developed an adapter that allows
So�ware Heritage to archive more than 20.000 source
code tarballs used to build the Nix package collec�on!
Learn more
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IPOL archives research so�ware in So�ware Heritage
Suppor�ng Open Science and reproducibility of research
is part of our mission, and we are excited to announce
that the Image Processing On Line journal (IPOL) has
decided to deposit systema�cally in the So�ware
Heritage archive all the so�ware ar�facts associated to
the ar�cles it publishes.
Learn more

YOU CAN HELP!

Discover the growing number of ins�tu�ons, organiza�ons and
companies that sponsor So�ware Heritage, and those that
express support for the so�ware preserva�on mission. Take a
look at their tes�monials!

Individual dona�ons are also most welcome, in any amount, just
click on the bu�on below to give to the mission.

The So�ware Heritage archive will serve the needs of the many,
from cultural ins�tu�ons to scien�sts and industries.

Everyone can help us achieving these ambi�ous goals and there
are several ways to help.

Become a sponsor
Pursuing our roadmap for the archive requires
significant resources. We welcome companies,
ins�tu�ons, and individuals who would like to
join our sponsorship program and sustain the

Tackle scien�fic challenges
Building, maintaining, and exploi�ng the
universal source code archive poses relevant
scien�fic challenges. We welcome scien�sts
who would like to contribute to this mission

Donate
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So�ware Heritage.
Discover our sponsorship program!

by par�cipa�ng in our research ac�vi�es.
Join our research community!

Code with us
All the so�ware we develop ourselves is open
source. We welcome contributors that are
willing to delve into it and help us building the
many components that are needed to make
the archive progress towards the next
milestones.
Dive into the code!
 

Host a mirror
Ins�tu�ons and companies from all around
the world are welcome to join our mirror
program. This is essen�al to prevent
informa�on loss, and will greatly simplify
access to humankind’s so�ware heritage.       
Contact us to host a mirror!
 

SELECTED MILESTONES 

So�ware Heritage sponsors mee�ng at UNESCO’s
headquarters
At a mee�ng organized on UNESCO’s headquarters on
February 4th 2020, we have been delighted to bring
together over 30 par�cipants, represen�ng the
expanding network that supports our mission, to learn
about the progress made so far on So�ware Heritage’s
implementa�on and contribute to the discussion on the
next steps and strategic direc�ons for the next years.
Read more about it...

READ OUR LAST ANNUAL REPORT

So�ware Heritage in 2019: a progress report
Pursuing our mission to collect, preserve and share the
source code of all so�ware ever wri�en, 2019 was a year
of great achievements for So�ware Heritage.
Today is a good �me to talk about what has been
accomplished in 2019.
Read more.
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PREVIOUS ISSUES OF THE NEWSLETTER

You can find the previous issues on the newsle�er home page, let's spread the
word!

Thank you for your a�en�on, and we hope you had a great Summer!
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